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DAVID L. MOSS IS HOME TO
NEW MENTAL HEALTH PODS
Tulsa County is about a take a significant step
toward improving mental health care for inmates.
A new wing at the David L. Moss Criminal Justice
Center (a.k.a. the “Tulsa Jail”), built specifically for
those facing mental health challenges, is expected
to open soon. The new units will more than double
the facility’s capacity to house inmates suffering
from mental illness. These new pods are leading
the way in design for mental health units with an
emphasis on providing better and specialized care.
The detention officers working in these pods will undergo specialized mental-health training, including
crisis intervention. A psychiatrist will see to the medical needs of the inmates. (Continued on page 2)
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DAVID L. MOSS IS HOME TO
NEW MENTAL HEALTH PODS
(Continued from page 1)
The new mental health pods are equipped with necessary treatment areas for a jail where up to 35 percent of the
inmates are being treated for some sort of mental illness. (National statistics indicate about one-third of all inmates are
on psychotropic medication.) And those inmates suffer from varying levels of illness.
Not everyone on medication needs around-the-clock attention, but some do, and the new mental health pods will
improve conditions for those inmates who require a higher level of care and attention. The Tulsa County Sheriff ’s Office
designed a four-tier program for supervising inmates suffering from mental illness, and designed the two new pods
around that concept.
The largest of the pods resembles a standard general population cell - it includes bunk beds and a large recreation
area – and is set aside for “Level 4” inmates. That designation is used for inmates who are not considered a threat to
themselves or others, have shown a willingness to stay on their medication, and are prospects for transition to a regular
general population area. There is room for approximately 72-80 Level 4 inmates in the new pod, depending on how the
bunks are set up. The other pod, will house up to 26 inmates. It is designed for “Level 1 through Level 3” inmates.
The facility design provides incentives for each inmate to want to promote to the next stage.
“Mental Health Association Oklahoma applauds the Tulsa County Sheriff ’s Office for building specialized mental health
pods at the David L. Moss Criminal Justice Center. The Sheriff ’s Office has gone to great lengths to observe high-quality
specialized pods across the country in order to construct these mental health pods. Soon, they will provide a safer and
more secure therapeutic environment within the jail for Oklahomans impacted by severe mental illness.”
“Beyond simply building the pods, we are thrilled the Sheriff ’s Office will provide detention officers with complete
specialized mental health training. This training will be critical in helping de-escalate situations that could be harmful
to both the person who is incarcerated and the detention officer.”
“Mental Health Association Oklahoma also applauds the Sheriff ’s Office for playing a key role in a significant
community-wide effort to divert non-violent offenders out of incarceration and into treatment. These stakeholders
represent diverse fields ranging from healthcare, social service, criminal justice, first responders, business leaders, and
others across Tulsa. They are working to save taxpayers money as they help people who have pending non-violent charges
find their path to recovery – not jail and prison cells — so they can become productive members of our community.”
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Community Involvement

		

Deputy Filhiol visits Day Care

Sheriff Regalado reads a Dr. Suess book to 3rd graders at Wright
Elementary for Read Across America

Deputy Gray hands out TCSO coloring
books to a class

Deputies Green & Blendowski participate in Read Across
America on a class pajama day
Detective David Coatney at Jenks Elementary Pre-K
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Crisis Intervention Team
Retirement News
Graduation Classes

Detention Officer William Owens
retires after 12 years of service to

the TCSO

Years of Service Recognition
25 YEARS
		 OF SERVICE
Ralph Duncan

5 YEARS OF SERVICE
Joel Carter
Jamison Hirsch
Jeffrey Isenberg
Ryan Ruth

TCSO says
Good-bye
to Chaplain
Bradshaw as
a full-time
chaplain;
however, he
will still be
around as a
volunteer.

Letters of Appreciation
Chief Deputy Michelle Robinette expressed her appreciation to Deputy Vaca and his
accomplishments with the Crisis Intervention Training course. He did an excellent job in preparing
for and conducting the classes. These classes will hopefully have a powerful impact on those taking
it. The training consists of 3-eight hour training days which encompasses power point presentations,
role play scenarios, video presentations, class discussion and a panel of consumers. Each participant
passed the final exam with 100% and completed a class evaluation. The Public Information Officers
were present to document the occasion.
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Our History
TCSO History

“One of Our Best”

By Retired Sgt. Lyndall Cole
TCSO Historian

James Fred Lawrence Sr.
Part II

I’m not aware of the relationship between J. Fred Lawrence and the then newly elected Tulsa County Sheriff Bob Sanford
which would lead to his appointment as Sanford’s Undersheriff. However, I am sure Lawrence’s reputation as Sheriff of Latimer
County was well-known by most people in Oklahoma. While a reputation may land you a job, it is up to you through your
abilities and performance to keep it, and of course, that would not be a problem for Undersheriff J. Fred Lawrence. Lawrence
picked right back up where he had left off a few years before by leading deputies in numerous raids against illegal whiskey stills
in Tulsa County, arresting escaped prisoners and settling back into the role of a law enforcement officer.
In 1924, he was one of the deputies involved in the capture and death of Archie Pryor, one of the most elusive and wanted
criminals of that time-period. Archie Pryor had escaped our deputies once before and maybe he felt he could do it again if the
need arose, or maybe he thought we would not look for him to return to our county again, in either case he was proven wrong.
Archie Pryor had just escaped from the Rogers County Jail. The day after his escape, Sheriff Bob Sanford received a tip that
a small house not far from Vern Station near the Sand Springs Road, had been rented by two men. At around 9:30 p.m. that
night, Sheriff Bob Sanford, accompanied by Undersheriff Fred Lawrence, Deputy James Ferguson, and
Deputy Bill Mayfield, drove to the secluded area along the banks of the Arkansas River where the small
house was located.
The deputies made their way through the woods with Sheriff Sanford. Some deputies approached from
the front while the sheriff sent one deputy to approach the small house from the back. Archie Pryor
noticed the lawmen approaching from the woods in front of his hideout so he quickly ran out the back
door. He soon realized his escape route was compromised when he ran right into the arms of the
deputy approaching from the rear. Pryor quickly escaped the arms of the surprised deputy, changed his
direction, and attempted to flee. After he refused the officers commands to halt, the sheriff and his men
opened fire and Pryor’s last escape attempt was quickly prevented. One round struck Pryor in the back
of the head and a second round struck him in his back. Pryor fell to the ground mortally wounded.
Archie Pryor was transported from the scene to the Tulsa Hospital where he died two hours later.
Also in 1924, Undersheriff Lawrence, accompanied by Deputy Jack Quast, was sent to the small, but wild, oil town of Cromwell,
Oklahoma, to arrest Mr. J. E. Murphy, aka “Bunny,” and his wife, Marie Murphy, aka, “Mother,” for the pandering of young
women at their White Way Dance Hall. It was reported that approximately 100 young girls from Tulsa, Oklahoma City and
as far away as Kansas City, had been brought to their “school for chorus girls,” through enticement, unknowingly to be dance
partners for local oil workers due to a “shortage” of women in the new oil town. Two co-conspirators were paid $10 for every girl
they brought. Once there, the girls were basically imprisoned at the dance hall.
Fred Lawrence would serve six years in the Sanford administration, two as Undersheriff and the remaining four as Transportation
Deputy. In 1929, when newly elected Sheriff Charles Price took office, Lawrence joined the Tulsa Police Department. While
with the city police department, Lawrence held the positions of Detective, Sergeant of the Auto Recovery Unit, and Sergeant
of the department’s raiding squad for illegal booze. After seven years with the police department, Lawrence joined the staff of
newly elected Tulsa County Sheriff A. Garland Marrs in 1935. He would serve as Undersheriff in the Marrs administration until
1947. Later, Lawrence worked two years for Tulsa County Clerk Samuel Fry before joining the staff of Sheriff Bill Field in 1953 as
a deputy. He would only work for Sheriff Field for approximately 6 months before being found slumped over his steering wheel
at the Intersection of Admiral Place and Yale Avenue. James Fred Lawrence passed away two days later of natural causes at the
age of 76.
(Continued)
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Our History
TCSO History

“One of Our Best”

By Retired Sgt. Lyndall Cole
TCSO Historian

James Fred Lawrence Sr.
Part II

As mentioned previously, Sheriff Fred Lawrence had been presented with a sheriff’s badge from his supporters in Latimer
County made from a $20-dollar gold piece and studded with three diamonds. Lawrence passed this unique sheriff’s badge
on to Charles Price when he was appointed as Undersheriff by Sheriff Bob Sanford. When he became Tulsa County Sheriff,
Price passed the historic badge down to his Undersheriff, Roy Hyatt. Undersheriff Roy Hyatt would later serve as Tulsa’s Police
Chief and would have a special Chief’s badge of his own, it was also studded with diamonds, but he would maintain possession
of “the badge,” as the unique sheriff’s badge became known, until he presented it to newly elected Tulsa County Sheriff Dave T.
Faulkner in 1959. Roy Hyatt would also present his diamond-studded Chief’s badge to Police Chief Joe McGuire twice for the
two terms McGuire served as Tulsa’s police chief. Sheriff Faulkner maintained possession of “the badge” until his retirement
in 1982. When Sheriff Frank Thurman was sworn in, Faulkner allowed him to wear it during the swearing in ceremony, but
after leaving the courtroom Sheriff Thurman had to return it to Faulkner.
During his 40 years of law enforcement service J. Fred Lawrence had been involved in numerous arrests and gun battles.
Once, he was wounded so severely that it was believed he would not live. Even with all these stories that could have been told,
there was one mentioned in his obituary that apparently was most important in summing up his career. While arresting
a young juvenile the young man slugged Lawrence, but even after having been assaulted by this young offender, Lawrence
went before the court and asked a judge for leniency. He requested probation for the young man. The judge accepted the
recommendation and at the time of Lawrence’s death in 1953, that same young man had become a successful businessman in
Tulsa. Apparently, Fred Laurence knew there were more important duties an officer has other than just locking people up.
Lawrence’s son, J. Fred Lawrence Jr. would be elected as Tulsa’s Police Commissioner in 1948. When he took office, he made
this statement to his officers; “No more long sick leaves with pay, no more free auto repairing in the police garage, no more free
meals from downtown cafes, no more whisky shakedowns and no more bickering, quarreling and sniveling.” (Tulsa Tribune,
Thursday, May 6, 1948.) I think the new commissioner learned a little something from Senior!

FOP Auxiliary News

FOP News

		
The
Rustic Cuffs have
arrived! The FOP is
now taking orders
for Custom Wooden
picture Frames and
Wall Plaques. The
frames are $25.00
each and can be
ordered with different ornaments in them. The wall plaques
are $25.00 and can be ordered with the same designs. You can
see the frames in my office at the Faulkner and I will also take
orders for them. Our next meeting is the April 17th, and we
would love to have anyone interested in showing support for
our deputies. Come and join us!

Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday, April 5th, at
1730 hours, with food being served beginning at 1700 hours.
Tulsa County HR recently advised that the sheriff’s office
was a main user of the county’s health plan. In an effort for
us, including myself, to become a healthier unit, Jonathan
Conneely, (Coach JC) will speak for a short time about his
“Fit First Responders” program. Many of our local first
responder brothers and sisters are already taking advantage of
this unbelievable program. It is more than just exercise. Our
TCSO/FOP #188 Law Enforcement Memorial is in May with
guest speaker Matt Pinnell. I was advised there is a waiting list
for the TCSO award gala so it is going to be a great event.

Kim Tryon
President

Paul Tryon
FOP#188
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Shrimp Fettuccine Alfredo
Serves 4 (Serving size: About 1 cup)
Ingredients
• 1 (9-ounce) package refrigerated fettuccine
• 1 pound peeled and deveined medium
shrimp
• 2 green onions, chopped
• 2 garlic cloves, minced
• 2 teaspoons olive oil
• 1/2 cup (2 ounces) grated ParmigianoReggiano cheese
• 1/3 cup half-and-half
• 3 tablespoons (1 1/2 ounces) 1/3-less-fat
cream cheese
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
Preparation

1. Cook the pasta according to package directions, omitting salt and fat. Drain pasta in a colander over a bowl,
reserving 1/4 cup cooking liquid. Combine shrimp, onions, and garlic in a small bowl. Heat a large skillet over
medium-high heat. Add olive oil; swirl to coat. Add shrimp mixture, and sauté for 4 minutes or until shrimp are
done. Remove from pan; keep warm.
2. Reduce heat to medium. Add reserved cooking liquid, Parmigiano-Reggiano, half-and-half, cream cheese, and
pepper to pan. Cook 2 minutes or until cheeses melt. Combine pasta, cheese mixture, and shrimp mixture. Sprinkle
with parsley.

Tulsa County Law Enforcement Memorial
The Tulsa County Law Enforcement Memorial will be held at Chandler Park on May 18th at 11:00
a.m. This year’s speaker will be Matt Pinnell, State Party Director at the Republican National
Committee (RNC). In April of 2013, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus announced the appointment
of Matt Pinnell, 37, as the new Republican National Committee (RNC) State Party Director. Pinnell
serves as the chief liaison between the RNC and state parties. The future of all fifty state parties and
territorial parties is Matt’s top priority. Since that time, the Republican National Committee has
produced two of its most successful election cycles--2014 and 2016--in history. The culmination
of which was the election of Donald J. Trump in November of 2016. In early 2017, newly-minted
Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna Romney McDaniel tapped Pinnell to oversee
her transition team at the Committee.

